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Russia joins D&B Global Trade Exchange Program
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	In November 2010, D&B announced the launch of a Trade Exchange Program in Russia, a payment monitoring system that will give companies insight on their commercial credit portfolios.
 
The roll out of the Russian Trade Exchange Program is an extension of the D&B Global Trade Exchange Program, where we collect trade, or accounts receivable data, from our customers. This data is a critical input into our DUNSRight® Quality Process and is a key component of our predictive indicators. Trade in Russia will 

	help drive our ‘Unassailable Data’ strategy – to have 100% complete linked identity coverage of the known global B2B market, each containing 1+ piece of trade. Our 2011 goal is to collect 500K business records with more than 1 unique trade references in Russia. While this goal is ambitious, the team is working vigilantly and we believe it is achievable.

What is D&B Global Trade?  
D&B Global Trade is a network of data partners around the world providing accounts receivable updates (favourable and unfavourable payment experiences). D&B has over 35 Trade Exchange Programs Worldwide, which contribute to over 1 Billion Trade Updates annually from over 12,000 Trade partners. For more information on the D&B Global Trade program, please visit: http://www.dnb.com/globaltrade/  

Why is the Trade Exchange Program in Russia important to our customers?
Our customers have told us that managing risk and improving cash flow in the Russian market are more challenging now than ever:
§  They are at a greater risk of incurring potential bad debt due to higher bankruptcy and fraud activities.

§  Increasing cash flow is becoming more difficult as economic pressure is causing their customers to pay them slower.

§  They are under greater pressure to more efficiently and cost-effectively manage their credit function while continuing to minimize risk.

§  An increase in corporate governance regulations requires companies to better understand risk in their portfolios and act accordingly.

By continuing to focus on expanding the D&B Trade Exchange Program in Russia, we will be able to better serve our customers and help them overcome their key challenges by providing best-in-class risk and credit decisioning products and solutions.

	

	Migration of Data Matching on companies from EMC markets
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	As of 4 December, online inquiries on the companies from EMC markets are now be delivered through a more sophisticated matching engine called GOLF. These inquiries will return the same business entity information as before, using the same matching methodology that is currently used for batch matching. The primary difference lies in the quality of the matches returned. GOLF is a matching engine as opposed to a searching solution and can provide better results. It may also display results in a different order to better reflect the quality of the match result. This enhancement benefits all online access systems (i.e. DBAI, Toolkit, DNBi, http://www.dnb.com/ etc) which currently use IRG to route inquiries for companies from EMC markets.

	The benefits of the Migration to D&B Customers:

§  Better match rate, meaning less time spent searching D&B database.

§  Order of display is based on quality of the match results, as driven by standard match insights including Confidence Code and MatchGrade string, which are key components of D&B Entity Matching.

§  Matching is now performed using inquiry criteria in addition to name, such as street address (name and number), City and PostCode.

§  Consistency of matching behaviour  and results between different D&B services

	D&B Country Risk Update on Bulgaria – Dec ‘10
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	On 17 November, the Bulgarian Minister of Finance, Simeon Djankov announced that his country is likely to apply for membership of the European Exchange Rate Mechanism (ERM II) in the second half of 2011. Theoretically, Bulgaria would then be able to introduce the euro in 2013, after a required membership of two years in ERM II. However, D&B believes that Bulgaria’s euro-area accession is not likely to occur before 2015. The main concern is Bulgaria’s budget for 2011, which passed the parliament on 10 November.

Current D&B country information about Bulgaria is available here: http://www.dnbcountryrisk.com/freesamples/emc/bulgaria_emc.htm  
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